
The Jews, Historical Fluke or 
God’s People? 



Mark Twain in 1899; 
 
‘If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute but one percent of the human race. It 
suggests a nebulous dim puff of stardust lost in the blaze of the Milky Way. 
Properly the Jew ought hardly be heard of; but he is heard of, has always been 
heard of. He is as prominent on the planet as any other people, and his commercial 
importance is extravagantly out of proportion to the smallness of his bulk. His 
contributions to the world's list of great names in literature, science, art, music, 
finance, medicine, and obtuse learning are also way out of proportion to the 
weakness of his numbers. He has made a marvelous fight in this world in all the 
ages, and has done it with his hands tied behind him. He could be vain of himself 
and be excused for it. The Egyptians, the Babylonians, and the Persians rose, filled 
the planet with sound and splendor, and faded to dream stuff and passed away. 
The Greeks and the Romans followed and made a vast noise and they are gone. 
Other peoples have sprung up and held their torch high for a time. But it burned 
out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all. Beat 
them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of 
age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 
and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew. All other forces pass, but he 
remains.’ 
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John Chrysostom Archbishop of Constantinople:  

‘Jews are the most worthless of men - they are 
lecherous, greedy, rapacious - they are perfidious 
murderers of Christians, they worship the devil, 
their religion is a sickness ... The Jews are the odious 
assassins of Christ and for killing god there is no 
expiation, no indulgence, no pardon. Christians may 
never cease vengeance. The Jews must live in 
servitude forever. It is incumbent on all Christians to 
hate the Jews’. 

 



St. Augustine; 
‘The true image of the 
Hebrew is Judas Iscariot, who 
sells the Lord for Silver. The 
Jew can never understand the 
Scriptures and forever will 
bear the guilt for the death of 
Jesus’ 







 







‘Some people like the Jews, and some do not. But no 
thoughtful man can deny the fact that they are, beyond any 
question, the most formidable and the most remarkable race 
which has appeared in the world.’ 



 
Leviticus 26: 
 
31 And I will lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and 
I will not smell your pleasing aromas.  
32  And I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it 
shall be appalled at it.  
33  And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword 
after you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste.  
34  "Then the land shall enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you 
are in your enemies' land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths.  
35  As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on 
your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it.  
36  And as for those of you who are left, I will send faintness into their hearts 
in the lands of their enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to 
flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall when 
none pursues.  
37  They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none 
pursues. And you shall have no power to stand before your enemies.  
38  And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall 
eat you up. 

 



 
Jeremiah 9:16:  ‘I will scatter them among the nations 
whom neither they nor their fathers have known, and 
I will send the sword after them, until I have 
consumed them.’ 
 
 
Deuteronomy 4:27 we read ‘And the LORD will scatter 
you among the peoples, and you will be left few in 
number among the nations where the LORD will drive 
you.’  



Deuteronomy 28:37 ‘And you shall become a 
horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the 
peoples where the LORD will lead you away.’ 

 

 

 







Theodor Hertz, ‘We might perhaps be able to 
merge ourselves entirely into surrounding 
races, if these were to leave us in peace for a 
space of two generations. But they will never 
leave us in peace. For a little while they 
manage to tolerate us, and then their 
hostility breaks out again and again.’  



Jeremiah 31:10, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, 
O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far 
away; say, 'He who scattered Israel will gather 
him, and will keep him as a shepherd keeps 
his flock.'  
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